THE EMPIRE AS BURDEN AND SUPPORT
up, and that it would never be able to withstand
a really severe test.
Between that pre-war period of doubt and to-day
there lies the extreme test of war, and the British
Empire passed it with flying colours. Thus it would
be historically quite false to believe that up to the
World War the British Empire represented a firmly
cemented whole which during and after the war,
as a result of the war and its effects, gradually
began to break up. On the contrary, the Empire in
its present looser form existed in the consciousness of
its peoples before the war, and the war itself must
be regarded as the great test of this looser form of
Empire association.
In any case, to-day the question of a possible dis-
solution of the Empire as the result of individual
Dominions seceding from it is much less acute than it
was in those pre-war days prior to the vigorous policy
of Joseph Chamberlain. The looser form of Empire
association in which each member voluntarily co-oper-
ates, and in its own interests and of its own accord
contributes its forces to the common cause, stood its
great test and was consolidated in 1914-18.
After the war the idea of a League of Nations arose
as a new binding element amongst the members of
the British Empire. To-day we know that the idea
of the League of Nations was not originated by Presi-
dent Wilson, but was bprn within the British Empire.
Apart from other considerations, the idea of the League
of Nations originated from the desire to apply to the
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